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solemn truth, when I say that his black blood would soon be
pouring from my spear. Didn't Odysseus, the sacker of cities,
befriend me too and often take me on his knees to put a piece of
roast meat in my fingers and lift the red wine to my mouth?
That makes Telemachus my dearest friend on earth, and I assure
him he need have no fears whatever for his life. We shall not kill
him. If the gods decree his death, that is another matter and
there's no escape/
So said Eurymachus to soothe the mother's fears, while all the
time he had murder for the son in his heart. But Penelope with-
drew to her splendid apartment on the upper floor, and there
she wept for Odysseus her beloved husband till bright-eyed
Athene closed her eyes in grateful sleep.
That same evening the good swineherd returned to Odysseus
and his son. They were engaged in the routine of preparing
supper, having slaughtered a yearling pig, when Athene came
up to Odysseus and touched him with her wand, changing him
once more into an old man in filthy clothes. She was afraid that
the swineherd would recognize him if he saw him undisguised,
and being unable to keep the secret run down to tell Penelope
the news.
It was Telemachus who greeted him: * So here you are, my
good Eumaeus! What news in the town? Are my gallant lords
back from their ambuscade? Or are they still watching for me
in the same spot on my way home?'
'I didn't care,' said Eumaeus, 'to go down to the town and
make inquiries about that, I was in too much of a hurry to de-
liver my message and get back here, and I had been joined on
my way by a messenger whom your crew had sent running off
to the palace. Actually he was the first to convey the news to
your mother. But there's something that I can tell you, for I saw
it with my own eyes. I had climbed up above the town as far as
Hermes' Hill when I spied a ship coming into our harbour. She
had a crowd of men on board and a whole armoury of shields
and two-edged spears. I took it to be their party, but I cannot
say for certain.'

